
By Dave Leder
When it comes to home builders in 

the Yakima Valley, no one is as green 
as Leading Force.

The downtown Yakima-based 
company, owned by Steve Weise, is 
known around the local construction 
community as a pioneer for its 
environmentally friendly building 
practices.

But Leading Force is taking its 
green-building expertise to new 
heights this year.

The company is currently focused 
on a new “net-zero” community in 

Selah that will offer amenities such 
as solar power, low-maintenance 
landscaping and a reusable water 
system integrated throughout the 
development.

The 16-acre Selah Vista project, 
located off East Goodlander Road, 
will eventually become a community 
of 60 net-zero homes and cottages, 
meaning they register zero impact on 
the environment.

Keller Williams Realty is currently 
showcasing a model home that was 
completed this spring.

“Every one of these homes 

must have a 5-Star Built Green 
certification, which puts us in a very 
unique situation,” said Weise, who 
started planning Selah Vista about 11 
years ago before putting the project 
into motion in mid-2017.

“There are other places in the 
state where you can find net-zero 
homes, but I don’t know of any other 
communities where every home 
is built to the highest Built Green 
standards.” 

Leading Force is hoping that idea 
will be attractive to environmentally 
conscious homebuyers from all over 
the world.

“I’m marketing these homes 
internationally,” Weise said. “I 
believe I’m pioneering a new way for 

homebuilders, and I believe there are 
going to be at least 60 other families 
who follow the same value system 
as I do. It’s a bit of a risk, but I’m 
convinced there are people out there 
who want this sort of thing.”

Weise has long believed in the 
value of green building, but it was 
his own experiences with allergies 
that started pushing him in a new 
direction.

Through his research, he learned 
that many allergies can be traced 
back to air quality. Home décor items 
such as carpet, paint and furniture 
give off toxins that can disrupt a 
person’s body chemistry.

He discovered that air quality 
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Leading Force Leads The Way With Net-Zero Development

Steve Weise, owner 
of Leading Force, 

stands outside the 
recently built model 
home at Selah Vista, 

a 60-home net-zero 
housing development 

off East Goodlander 
Road. Weise has 
become a leader 

on environmentally 
friendly building 
practices in the 

Yakima Valley. 
Pictured at right is 

Keller Williams Realty 
broker Liberty Andis.
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inside a new home can be up to 10 
times worse than the air outside.

That’s why all of the homes in 
Selah Vista will feature an airtight 
design and energy recovery ventilator 
(ERV) system that combine to 
eliminate nearly all of the toxins that 
are known to contribute to common 
allergies. 

“There are so many things that 
we are ignorant about, and the home 
building industry is just a byproduct 
of that lack of knowledge,” Weise 
said. “I’m trying to isolate the many 
allergens that come from outside 

so we can create a healthier living 
environment for people inside their 
homes.”

Triple-pane windows, extra-
thick walls and sealed building 
materials combine with other 
modern technology to ensure the best 
possible air quality.

The ERV system alerts residents if 
their inside air has become polluted 
by outside agents (from new furniture 
or carpeting, for example).

Weise said the ERV system allows 
two volumes of air to be exchanged 
per hour, compared with five 
volumes of air in a standard home. A 
heat exchanger helps cool the interior 
while ensuring that the air inside is 

clean.
“We can guarantee fresh air,” 

Weise said. “The fact is, if you smell 
something that smells ‘new,’ it’s 
probably not very good for you. Our 
immune systems can only take so 
much.”

With Selah Vista, Weise feels like 
he’s accomplishing something for the 
common good. 

It’s not just about incorporating 
solar power and low-water-use 
systems that benefit the environment. 
This project is just as much about 
people’s health.

“The biggest thing is I’m keeping 
people healthy,” Weise said, 
referencing two couples he knows 
who are currently sleeping outdoors 
because of the many airborne toxins 
inside their newly built homes.

“There’s a lot of long-term value 
with something like this, whether it’s 
with your health or energy costs. The 
savings and health benefits over time 

really are incredible. In my mind, 
there’s so much value in these homes 
that people can’t afford not to live 
there.”

Each of the homes in Selah 
Vista will be built to last 100 years-
plus and already exceed the state’s 
building codes for 2030. 

The industry is gradually heading 
more toward green-building 
practices, but Weise understands 
it’s a process. It can be difficult to 
convince people that there’s a newer, 
better way of doing things.

“There’s some movement going 
on, but it’s happening slowly,” he 
said. “I’m more of a forerunner when 
it comes to green building, but I also 
believe it’s the future of construction. 
I want to support other local builders 
who are interested in doing the same 
thing, and lots of people have been 
finding me because of what I do.” 
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Steve Weise, 
owner of 
Leading Force, 
talks about the 
solar panels 
that will be 
standard in all 
of the homes in 
Selah Vista, a 
new 5-Star Built 
Green housing 
development.
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We would like to thank 
Yakima for a great year and

we’re looking forward to
many more. Call us for your

next residential or commercial 
project in the new year. 
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